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Hellow! My name is Sarah,
and I'm from Chicago inUnited
State of America. The photo is
a picture of the house where I
grew up. Now, Chicago is below
-25°C, the sensible temperature
will be -40°C. It is dangerous to
go outside.

I came to Japan to be an ALT and also learn
Japanese. I first became interested in Japan
when I was very young because my family likes
to try food from many different countries. I
really liked sushi and teriyaki chicken when I
was an elementary school student. My major in
university was Asian Studies, so I learned the
Japanese language and became more interested
in Japanese history. In university I studied
abroad in Japan and had an incredible time, so I
wanted to go back to Japan someday. Now I
have lived in Japan for more than two years. It’s
mostly wonderful, but there are hard days.

The culture difference I struggle with the most
is “tatemae”. As an American, I am used to my
bosses or coworkers telling me directly when I
am doing something wrong. Then I can fixed it.
In Japan, my bosses and coworkers don’t always
tell me when I make a mistake. I know they are
trying to be kind to me and preserve workplace
harmony, but often I think, “If they don’t tell me
when I am doing something wrong, how can I
know how fix what I'm doing? What if I don’t
realize I'm doing something wrong?” Sometimes
I make a mistake and they say I did fine. I have
learned to pay close attention to how Japanese
people communicate, and I still have a lot of
learn.

Objectively neither culture is better than the
others, but if people don’t know about his
culture differences in an international
workplace, it can cause problems for everyone. I
think it would be wonderful for both Japanese
and Americans to better understand this
difference to improve communication in the
future. @
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