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Nice to meet you, my name is Jessika
Pavloff-Duffy. I've always been
interested in Japan, since I was about
9 years old from anime and manga. As
I got older, my interest in Japan grew.

I like Japanese food, culture, traditions,
temples and shrines, festivals, and pop
culture. It's been my dream for over 8
years to live and work in Japan.

One of the biggest cultural differences

for me between America and Japan is the
communication style. I still think it is
difficult sometimes. In Japan, people are
indirect and never say exactly what they
want or think, hoping the listener can understand,
because maybe they want to maintain the #1 or
harmony and try to think of others. But this can be
very difficult for foreigners who cannot read the air,
ZEX, or understand the 5B &, ambience so there
can be many misunderstandings. In America,
because we are a country of immigrants from many
cultures and countries, we cannot easily understand
each other, so we have direct communication to
clearly understand each other. In Japan, in a
conversation, the listener must understand the
speaker. If they don't understand it is their fault for
not understanding. In America it is the opposite.

One thing I like about cultural differences is how

clean, organized, and polite Japanese people are.
The streets are very clean, crime is low because
people trust each other, people dress well and their
shoes are never dirty. How do they do that?
Japanese people are very organized and meticulous.
They pay attention to detail. For example, recently
at the FIFA World Cup, the Japanese soccer team
cleaned and organized the locker room.

American people are warm and friendly. They
don't worry about mistakes and always believe they
can start over and try again. I think Japanese people
at times seem distant and have little confidence in
themselves. They think mistakes are embarrassing.
But mistakes are the best teachers. I want to tell
them to be proud and to be freely themselves. Maybe
I can share this American way of thinking with

them.¥
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